
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parent/ Guardian 

 

I hope you all had a relaxing break and I look forward to seeing you at various events during the 

year. As most of you may already know, I will be 5SS’s main class teacher on Mon, Tue, Weds and 

Fri. On a Wednesday, Mrs Burniston will be registering the class and overseeing transitions during 

targeted teaching; the afternoon will be spent with Mrs. Cornell for RE and Mr. Brunton for Music. 

Hopefully, this will mean minimum amount of disruption for 5SS, as they will be following exactly 

the same timetable as 5CC for the day.  

We are also very lucky to have Mrs. Vernon helping in 5SS every day, which will offer great 

continuity from their time in Y4. 

 

Contacting Me 

Please feel that you can come in to see me to discuss important matters by making an appointment 

with the school office or popping in after school. If you feel that your message is something that 

could be passed on via your child’s Reading Record, please just remind your child to show me the 

note as soon as we are settled for register in the morning.  

 

Reading Record books 

Please note pupils will no longer have a separate Home School Record.  Please record the reading 

your child does at home (book title, pages read and any relevant comments) in your child's Reading 

Record.  Expectations for reading at home depend on your child's age and stage, please see 

detailed letter for guidance.  

 

Reading  

In upper school we encourage children to share their enthusiasm for reading and to become more 

discerning in their choice of reading materials. Each week the children will be given the opportunity 

to share their reading experiences with others. This might include activities such as reading play 

scripts together, discussing books that they are currently reading or sharing a short story. 

‘Targeted Teaching’ sessions (every Wednesday morning) offer extra opportunities to share a 

range of texts also. Please support us by encouraging your child to read widely, perhaps by taking 

them to browse in Hitchin Library, and by discussing what they are reading with them. Perhaps you 

could also suggest some books that they may like to bring in to share with others? 

 



Spelling 

In line with the 2014 curriculum and best practice, the teaching and learning of spelling at 

Whitehill focuses on rules, commonly misspelt words and developing an understanding of the roles 

of morphology (word meanings) and etymology (word roots).   Although some words simply have to 

be learnt, teachers help pupils to understand relationships between meaning and spelling where 

these are relevant.  Pupils are helped to spell words with prefixes and suffixes correctly through 

being taught some of the general principles for adding them.    

 

Spelling lists (containing words related to the taught strategy and words from the 2014 National 

Curriculum statutory list) will run over two weeks.  They might also include revision and topic 

words.  Pupils will be tested on the words from this list and new words that follow the same rule.  

Pupils will have a Spellosaurus (a grey exercise book) with suggested activities to complete to 

explore and embed strategies. They will be expected to complete three different activities per 

week in this book. These will be collected, checked and returned on a Friday.  

 

English 

During the year your child will read a variety of texts, both fiction and non-fiction, linked to their 

IPC topic, and will investigate the features of each type to help them to be able to write 

independently in various styles. It is really important that your child continues to read widely 

throughout the year and your support at home is essential in this area - we know from research 

that children who experience this support make better than average progress. Please encourage 

your child to take pride in their homework; checking, editing and presentation are very important. 

 

Maths 

The most important thing that your child can learn is their times tables - to a point where they can 

be instantly recalled. TT Rockstars is a fantastic way of learning this quick recall. Children all have 

their own login for this programme and will be set weekly homework. It is also crucial that children 

know their number operations well and are able to use basic written methods to solve problems.  

Any extra help at home to consolidate work in school is always greatly appreciated!  This could be 

in the form of involving your child in ‘real life’ situations where basic skills can be practised. Ideas 

for this can be found in our free maths leaflets available at reception. 

 

Science 

There will sometimes be research-based homework in Science. I will try my best to give them a 

book about the topic from school if they cannot access a computer. If at all possible, it would be 

great for you to read through and talk about the research together. We also have the Year 5 

space-themed sleepover to look forward to which is scheduled for Friday, 16th November. 

 

French 

Mrs Skinner will teach French every week on a Friday. If your child speaks a second language or 

has experience of living in another country, please let us know as it would be a great opportunity to 

build cultural awareness in the classroom. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Foundation Subjects  

These will be covered through topics throughout the year based on units from the International 

Primary Curriculum. Separate information will be sent giving an overview of the unit being studied, 

together with suggestions of how you can support your child. All units involve independent 

research, collaborative work and presentational skills – valuable skills that you child will continue to 

use in years to come. 

Activity Afternoons 

Mr Miley and other professional coaches teach the children various sports on a Friday afternoon. 

Children must have their PE kit in school at all times. Should your child be unable to participate due 

to injury, please ensure that a letter is sent into school.  

 

Extended opportunities in music  

Children in Year 5 are given the opportunity to learn a musical instrument under the tutelage of a 

professional music teacher. Mr Brunton will lead whole class sessions every Wednesday afternoon; 

all children will be able to learn either the flute or the clarinet and you may also apply to sign them 

up for private tuition through the school should this be appropriate. 

 

Marking Criteria 

In addition to teacher assessment, children will receive formative comments across the curriculum 

including developmental marking. Wherever possible they are encouraged to generate the marking 

criteria themselves including self and peer marking strategies. This has proved useful in the 

following ways: 

 Checking that the child actually knows what is expected of them in class and in their work 

 Allowing parents to see the work covered in class over a period of time 

 Seeing how successful the child has been in meeting the learning intentions 

 Involving children in thinking about what they need to focus on to achieve their learning 

intention. 

 

Trips and Visits 

Trips and visits greatly enhance your child’s learning and so we try to incorporate these into the 

curriculum. We do realise that trips can be expensive and so we aim to keep the cost as low as 

possible, whilst providing a learning experience of high quality. We plan to visit the National Space 

Centre in Leicester on Monday, 12th November. 

 

Help 

If anyone would like to offer help in hearing children read, coming to talk to the children about a 

particular topic being taught, or if you have a particular expertise that you could share with the 

school, we would love to hear from you. 

 

I look forward to working with you to support your child over the course of the year.     

 

Best wishes, 

Sarah Small 

 


